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Floridaôs Ports ï
Challenges of Today and Tomorrow



Large ships already ply the worldôs trade lanes 

(via the Suez Canal).
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Emma Maersk 

15,000 TEUôs 

(1 TEU = 20 Ft. container)

1302ô6ò Ft. Long

183ô8ò Beam 

50.8 Ft. Draft
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USS Enterprise ï341 m

Berge Stahl ï342 m

Queen Mary 2 ï345 m

Emma Maersk ï397 m

Knock Nevis ï458 m



Largest Cruise Ship ïOasis of the Seas has a draft of 30 Ft.
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As a comparisoné



Larger Ships Call US Ports Now (February 15, 2010)

Largest Cargo Ship Ever to Call Hampton Road
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MSC Tomoko (46 Ft Draft, 8,400 TEU)



Largest Cargo Ship Visiting Hampton Roads

ñThe arrival of the MSC Tomoko marks an exciting 

milepost for The Port of Virginia,ò said Jerry A. 

Bridges, Executive Director of the Port Authority, in 

a posting on its blog.  ñThe Suez Canal is 

unconstrained and the Panama Canal is undergoing 

a massive five-year expansion project.  This doesnôt 

mean all of the vessels calling Virginia are going to 

be this size, but this is the beginning.ò

Jerry A. Bridges, Executive Director

Virginia Port Authority

Hampton Roads.com

February 22, 2010
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Mega-container Rita to sail into Charleston
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MSC Rita (47.56 Ft Draft, 8,100 TEU)



Mega-container Rita to Sail into Charleston

ñItôs one for the records books:  The largest ship ever to call 

on the Port of Charleston is scheduled to tie up later this week.

Mediterranean Shipping Co.ôs mega-vessel Rita is set to arrive

Wednesday, barring any last-minute delays.  The ship can transport

the equivalent of about 8,100 20-foot long shipping containers but still

navigate Charleston Harbor without restriction and allow for two-way

traffic.  

Just over a decade ago, the SPA boasted its first visit from the Maersk

Regina, which could carry about 5,000 20-foot containers.  At the time,

the ship was the largest container vessel ever to call on an American

port.ò

Postandcourier.com

February 23, 2010
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ñWithout a deepening of the channel to Garden City Terminal, 

the larger ships calling on East Coast ports 

wonôt be able to trade here.ò  

Doug Marchand

Former Port Director

Georgia Ports Authority

ñWithout a deepening of the channel to Garden City Terminaléò

éñgrowth throughout the region will be compromised.ò  

é[ñNo] single project has ever been more critical 

to the success of this port.ò

Steve Green, Chairman

Georgia Ports Authority

FTP 2060 The Port of Savannah



ñOut of the 4,661 container ships worldwide at the end

of 2008, only 198 had a capacity of more than 8,000 

20-foot containers, according to a 2009 report by

RREEF Research, part of the Deutsch Bank Group.ò  

ñNearly 300 ships capable of handling 

8,000+ containers were on order, 

according to the report.ò
Hampton Roads.com
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Florida Ports ïControlling Channel Depths

Å Jacksonville 42ô *

Å Port Canaveral 39ô

Å Palm Beach 33ô

Å Everglades 43ô *

Å Miami 42ô *

Å Manatee 41ô

Å Tampa 43ô

* Plan to deepen to 49-50 feet
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Florida Ports ïControlling Channel Depths

Miami plans on going to 50 feet, but that is dependent on 

their Phase 3 expansion and cost of $180 million.

Port Everglades plans on going to 49 feet, but that is 

dependent on a favorable US Army Corps of Engineers 

report in 2012 and a cost of $280 million.

Jacksonville plans on going to 50 feet at a cost of $500 

Million, local cost $150-200 million.
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Larger ships are coming in 2014 via 

the Expanded Panama Canal
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And Ports Are Spending Millions Getting Ready
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